. were ghoroughly  investigated;
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CHAPTER XXIV.
Behind Her Mask.

Allrei] sar at Mrs. Harmon's left,
Fsther at the left of the host. Bhe
thus had opportunity to study him
leisurely. His face had been the first
she saw on entering the patior, her
eves drnwn, perhaps, by his Intense
gilge His qulek movement toward

her, his sudden hWalt, the step behind
the pillar, she had noticed every mo-
tion: had belleved then that her own
untesponsive Jook had ecaused that
withdrawal.

Between perfunctory replies to Mr.
Montague Esther recalled the weeks
of suspense after flight, when ghe had
waited in vain for some news of Al
frod's safely: the meager newspaper
fotice of his long lliness In the hos-
pitdl; the search he had made for her
by way of letters that she had ssked
Sally B, to return unopened.  How
ghe hnd longed to read them! After
that the printed personals, the detect-
Ive she hod €0 hardly escaped—would
the dear Father forgive her many
equivociations? Ob, Alfred had been
tirelss. Tlls love, then, was true. There
followed In her mind fleeting, half-
formed pictures of those after days of
eeigcless toil, long nights of study.
Wonld she have survived If Mrs. Har-
mon had not found her?

“Spenking of stocks, the wildest
plunger on the board Is Bernard,” the
Judge sald, some one having brought
up the topie,

The name arrested Esther's atten-
oo

“] dom't know how much he has be-
hind him,” the judge continued. “I'm
told they live as if it was a good
chunk. It'll have to be, if it stands
the ealls he makes on (t."

*“Ien't he lucky?" Esther asked with
quick interest.

"S8ometimes."
lier sollcitous,

“He's a rough old galoot,”"” Mr. Mon-
tague sald; “bat genulne for all that.”

"His daunghier's a thoroughbred, if
e fsn't,” Phineas Cadwallader as-
seried

The Judge's tone left

“8he's not their own daughter,” the
judge’s dinner partner exclalmed posi-
tively, “She can't be. She hasn't a
tyitt Hiie either of them.”

“Ol, Dbult she 1is, though, and a
mighty pretiy girl, whoever she's 1ike,"
the judge suld, shooting & sly glance
at his wife. “Thet's why my wife
won't ask her here'

“Nonsense, judge! You know I have
a reason. That's none at all, As if
the voung men would let you cluim at-
tentlom from that lovely Miss Money-
bags!”

"“0Oh, butl she's lovely aslde from her
money,” Amabel said sweetly.

“I know she Is; yet what of her
mother?”

“Why, she's the most nmuging Mrs,
Malaprop outside of a Sheridan com-

edy. Good as gold, too," Amabel re-
plied
“True" Mrs. Harmon  rejolned.

“She’s too good for guests of mine to
fleer at. And T won't Insult the moth-
er by inviting Miss Viola alone,"

“You see? Isn't she cunning?” the
judge queried with nssumed solemnity.
“She always Was & virtuous reagon for
curlalling my pleasures.”

“The Sacramento Clarion made an
oxtrin severe case against the Ceniral
Pucific In yesterday's edltorial” Mr.
Montagne sald in a lull In the talk.

“That's nothing new. I dido't sea it,
though. What was it?” The judge's
tone was brusque.

"The paper arraigned the company
for refusing to receive and carry
merchants’ frelght; declared that
President Johnson would not, and
should nol, lssue bonds to the com-
pany till thelr methods and business
i de-
clitred afso that the company was com-
posed of men determined to gt rich at
the expense of others.” o

“Gredt Seott!" the judge burst forth, | eves

“1 wish the compauy
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fighting against a hundred oddza—Inck
of time, lack of lrom, lack of every
thing! And the Union Pacific coming
wast Hke—well, twoforty '™ He
seowled and smiled at the same time
down the tuble at his wife, “The
gtate, this elty, the Clarion, all who |
should be their proud friends fighting
‘om, Injun fashion, in the back! The
Iast outrage is the Goat Island propo-
sition. It's the very spot for a term-
inus, but these blooming chumps are
going to beat the company out of iL
Worse yet, this eity refuses them land |
for their depots.

“The company has more than It can
do o move its own material. It's a
wander they won't stop work to haul
gold watches and silk stockings to
Nevada, now, ain't it? Geftting rich at
the expense of others, are they? It
strikes me the Blg Four have come
nenrer creating their own wealth than
anybody: just built it ont of God's
own ciapital, pluck and unpreempted
terrn firmal”

“Da vou know why the Clarion hates
the Centrol Pacific generally, and Gov.
Stanford specifically ™ Phineas ques-
tioned of the fndge,

Judge Harmon shook his head non-
commitially; but Mr. Montague haz-
aded a guess. "Heeause the company's
figure isn't high enough?”

You're away off there, Montague,”
the judge interposerd. “All the money |
in the Novada bank couldn't buy Nor-
ris or Bevins, They have no price.”

“1think they did have,” Phineas said
quietly

“Hev?" The jndege looked up sharp-

helped you pick from the goremment]
tree? 1 fancled 1 could see the blue
sparks snapping from Bevies' cyes’

“'Gentlemen, my associates’—I
knew something was going to break
loose then—'my associates, Mr. Hunt-
ington, Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Crocker,
with myself, have made a compact
never to gamble, In stocks or in any
other way; never to hecome connected
with men or enterprises that can pos-
sibly jeopardize our great undertaking.
You would gamble the halr off your
heads! You shall never gamble with
the Central Pacific Railroad stock so
long as we four, or any one of us,
hold a controlling inlerest. That's all.’
In the instant of silence that followed
I heard him turn toward the door. The
others were breathing as hard as a
stage team.

““I'hen the two partners (rled to
bribe the governor with a string of
temptations that would hayve made the
Devil's layout on the high mountain
look like a dime with a hole in It,

“‘Perhaps you don't know that Nor-
ris and I are planning to make yon
United States senator,” Bevins said in-
sinuatingly as a last hot shol

“sI'Il be senator without any of
vour help!' the governor sent back at
them savagely. ‘'Gentlemen, your re-
quest is useless, You shall never have
a chance to wreck the Central Pacifie
railroad.”

“I'd mve given a chassez down the
golden sireets to have seen the two
{aces that looked into the governor's
fugt then. 1Iv was Norris who spoke
first. ‘“Wo'll send your road to—hades!’
But that isn't the name he gave the
place,

“Yes," Beving gald, with more pro-
fanity: ‘we'll fight you till you haven't
a rail or a rag to your back!’

01 gee you boili dead In the poor-
honse first!* the governoyr shot back al
them and was gone.”

"Ry George!" the judge exslaimed.
“Norris and Bevins are doing pretty
well for their threat; but the gov-
prnor's will come true first, or I'm no
prophet,”

“Please don’t lalk shop any more,
fudge.  The, rallrond will win, of
course, even, against such a power as
the Clarion: for Gov. Stanford and his
company stand for destiny as well as

“we'll Send Your

ly. “By Jove! Cal's got a story.
Out with it, man., Earn your dinner!”

“Some vears ago,” Phineas began
after a slight hesitation, “I worked in
the Clavion ¢ffice long enough to learn
something of the two men who do as
much to shape Issues in this state, per-
haps; 48 any other two living. Do you
think I'm right, judge?"

“You're not so far wrong as 1 wish
vou were, Clad."

“I mever say uny one who could flip
the Ivory and the pasteboard to beat
Norrls, or Devins, either; or any two
who could look more like preachers
when they were af it, But once in
thelr editorial rooms they changed
coats, and the paper stands, as it has
always stood, for the best slde of life.”

“TIll they turned against the raill-
road,”" Mr, Montague interrupted.

Phineas nodded and went on. “You
kknow, the Clarion was solid for the
company from the first day's work
clear up to the time when success ap-
peared ceralin; then the paper sud-
denly became the company's worst
enemy. One day, not long after the
first mountain 50 miles had been ac-
cepted, I was in the Clarlon office cor-
recting proof for some company print-
ing when I heard the two editors and
the governor enter the outer office.
They were In earnest conversation, but
it never occurred to me to let them
Jmow of my presence—l was only a
cog In the machine to them—till I had
heard so much I had to keep still.

“‘And now we cliim compensation,’
Norrla was saying as they entered.

*"But, gentlemen, your request is
impossible,” the governor replied. "We
have no such block of stock to spare
to you.'

*You diseriminate fn the -lispoaal
of your stook, do you? Norrls sneersd,

“ "We elaim that right,’ the governor
sald quietly.

* ‘Yot you acknowledge the Clarlon's
parl as & factor in your success?'

“'Yes, we do/ the governor as

Road to Hadesl”

for thelr own success, Let's go into
the parlor and have some musie.” Mrs.
Harmon rose as she finighed.

The judge pushed his chalr hgek re-
luctantly, "Bhe always separates folka
just when they've spotted & good
time,” he grumbled amiably to the
women on either side of him; and
with o comprehensive glance at the
men, wenl on. “"However, I'll beal her
on one point; 1'11 go bail for those that
would rather stop in my den for a
smoke than serve out gentence In the
parlor.” He rose and slld back the
old-faghioned, glass-paneled, walnut-
framed door, giving Esther an affec.
tlonate look as she passed through.

Phineas was the only one who ac-
cepted ball, and the smoke was short.
Alfred was singing when the two men
entered the parlor, and Ksther saw the
malignant gleam Phineas sent the un-
consclous singer.

By & ruse that cost him some time

to perfest, Mr. Montague succeeded
in sequestering Esther in the bay win-
dow. There he held har by an Intermin-
abie story that would have been good
If it had not been diluted for time's
sake. As Alfred finished his song he
noticed the two seated apart.

Esther saw his look, and turned a
more interested face to Mr. Montague,
heart and braln throbbing wildly with
the old love she had thought dead or
safely asleep. Would she meet him
often? How, oh, how ghould she be
able to show him ever a placld face?

Presently she rose and wemt for-
ward to her hostoss,

“I'm gorry to go so early, Mrs. Har
mon; but Mrs. Snow Insisted, even il
I didn't arrlve till after the play began.
I fear it will be half oveér; yet there's
supper—they'll have enough of me, |
think."

She passed around the room with a
griaclons farewell for edch guest, as a
daughter might have done. And Al
fred, walching, acknowledged with @
pang that Esther outshone his most
ambitions dreams for his Btella of the
long ago,

Pausing before Amabel and Alfred,
she made some hiight, impersonal re
mark that included them both, bowed,
and, with a smiling good-bye, moved
on toward the hall door, where the
judge awalted her.

Both Phineas and Mr. Montague
pressed forward, but the judge warned
them baek. “No, you don’t! Not one
o' you young sprigs shall cheat me out
of my good-nizght kize, But you needn’t
grudge me: you wouldn't get It."

The door closed on them and a mo
ment later Esther was speeding to her
next engagement,

CHAPTER XXV.
Sally B, Cultivates Aristocracy.

Esther stood at the door of the Ber
nard mansion in Oakland. Sally B
wis crossing the hall when the colored
butler opened the door.

“Oh, honey! Stel—Hsther, T mean!”
She flew down the hall and caught the
girl in a vigorous embrace. "I've heen
dying to sce you ever gence—sence 1
read in the paper you'd got back from
vour tower. Come rlght up to my
boodwar."”

“1 only learned lnst week, at Judge
Harmon’s, where you wete,” Esther
sald as soon as released. "You've been
away most of the time lately, and this
is my first opportunity to come since
vou returned from the springs. Why
Callstoga in the winter, of all places?"

Bally B. was fussing about happlly,
helping her out of her wraps. “VI's
ben peaked lately, an' I took her up
fur—for the sulphur water. Thals
good in the spring, you know."

“Yes; but February?”

“Oh, well, any time near Valentine's
day's spring around the Bay. Stella!
You've growed tall, and that elegant!"

“Grown, madame,” [nterrupted a
quiet yolce,

Bsther glanced curiously at a de
mure figure sewing in & corner of the
elaborate room.

"T've been—been turribly fm—"

“Terrihly, madame."

Esther saw a shade of annoyance
pass over Silly B's face; but she
went on agaln,

“I'va bean terribly impatient to show
youn my new house and our gold-plated
traps.”

“I'm sure I'm just as impatient to
geo tliem wll. How Jong have yvou been
here?"

“We bought a little belter'n elght
monihs ago—got a bargain. It only
cost us—"

“Private expenses tabooed subject,”
the even volca broke in; though the
glrl- never lifted her eyes from her
work nor showed the slightest interest
in the conversation.

Sally B. turned swiftly, shot an
angry glance at the young woman
and opened her lips with & spring that
Esther well remembered. Yet her
anger faded oquickly. “Thank you,
Marie," she sald, and continued. “Sel
—sglt down, Esther. I bet you'll have
a__ll

“11 bet' is not quite elegant, mad-
ame."

Sally B, whirled on her heel in
quite the old way. “Mavie, you git!"

The girl rose and walked quietly out
of the room. Before the door closed
Sally B, was calm again. "Thera I go,”
she sald. “That's two dollars she glls
—gots to-day, an' it aln't—isn't two
o'elock.”

Esther did not try to conceal her
laugh, “Two dollars for what?"

“For my bad language. I hired her
to keep Vi up in her French, but most-
v to correct my bad grammar, 1 pay
her twenty-five a month, and a dollar
every time I say slangy things to her,
She's gittin*—getting rich!"

“I should think she'd retire when vis-
{tors arrive,” Hsther ventured.

‘“"Her orders ls— Bay! do you say
‘orders 18’ or ‘are?" "

“iAre' I think! WBsther struggled
with a too persistent smile.

“Her orders are to stick to me like
a cockle burr to a mule's tail; let up
for nohody except when I recelve big
bugs in the parlor. An' I'm sorry for
her, that T am."

“How long has she been with you?”

“Oh, ever since we bought."”

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Have Many Narrow Escapes

Yet Cowboys Are Rarely Killed or
Injured in Accidents.

Now, after the day's work was prac-
tically over, we had our first accldent,
says a writer in Outing Magazine, The
horse ridden by a young fellow from
Dos Cabesas slipped, fell and rolled
quite over his rider, At once the an-
fmal lunged to his feet, only to be im-
mediately seized by the nearest rider,
But the Dos Cabesas man lay still,
his arms and legs spread abroad, his
hend doubled sldeways In a horribly
suggestive maoner, We hopped off.
Two men stralghtensd him out, while

two more looked carefully over the in. | ]

dications on the ground.

“All right" sang out one of thens,
horn didn’t eatch fics il

by the pommel. Indeed, five minutes
brought the man to his senses. He
complained of a very twisted back.
Homer sent one of the men In after
the bed-wagon, by means of which the
sufferer was shortly transported to
calp, By the end of the week he
was again in the saddle. How men
escape from this common  accldent
with injuries so slight has always pus-
zledg me. The horse rolls completely
over his rider, and yet it seems o be
the ratest thing In the world for the
latter to be either killed or permanent
Iy injured. |

i

a stitched material strap.
feathers and silk.
Materinls required:

touns, four yards coat lining

trim the front of coat.

Materlals required:

silk braid, four yards coat lining.

Praone-colored fine herring-bone serge is used for the first costume shown
The over-skirt is cut in a point both back and front; the openings at the sides
are laced across with wide prune-colored satin ribbons, the ends finish with
silk balls. Oriental embroldery is used for the double-breasted walstcoat the
fronts of the coat slope away, and are guite plain; narrow satin ribbon trima
the armhole: the sleeve is let in under it, and is finished off at the wrist with
Hat of black chip, trimmed with prune-shaded

Rlght yards 48 Inches wide, hall yard embroldery,
slx yards wide, and four yards parrow satin ribbon, four ornaments, four but.

The sooond costume I8 In elephant-gray fine face cloth, The over-skirt 18
finaly braided at the edge with black silk brafd, the under-skirt is plain. A
white cloth walstcoat gives & smart effect; the coat slopes away from it, and 18
braided at the edge: bralded tabs of white cloth, with a silk ball at each point,
Slils are made and buttonholed at the side of front,
through which black ribbon is threaded and tled in a bow. Hat of gray felt,
trimmed with pale pink roses and follage.

Nine yards cloth 46 Inches wide, half yard white
cloth, one vard ribhon, eight silk balls, three buttons, two dozen yards black

MAKES PRETTY COAT FOR GIRL.

Golden Brown'Satin the Material, with
Novel Adornments.

A charming eont for a small girl is
fashioned from golden brown gatin,
The body Is formed from stralght side
plaits held In place hy a low belt
pat well down. The sleeves are wide
and full, taken into Vandyke lace cuffs.
A collar to mateh is the finlsh to the
neck.

Other materinls besides satin will be
equally appropriate. Broadeloth and
sarge will, of courge, be more practi-
cal,

The directoire ruff and the girdle
of that perlod, both developed from
ribbon, will be used as accessories to
the late swunmer toilets.

Quite expensive if bought ready for
wear, these charming trifles are not
difficult to make at home, for the rib-
bons can be box-plaited on one edge
and sewed down lo a satin-covered
strip to form the ruff. The girdle i8
fashioned from broad satin ribbon or
stripes of bias satin made to go around
the walst and eross in the back, the
ends belng knotted at left slde front.

A CHIC LOUNGING ROBE,

Made of fine dotted muslin over Jap
silk, trimmed with Ingertion, lace and
tucks; finlshed with soft satin ribbon.

Lace |s Being Dyed.

The revival of dyed lace Is In full
tide. All ¢colors that have come out
this autumn are employed. Irish
lace, point applique, real filet, do not
escape the dye pot. It is considered
fashionable to only use Ilace that
matches the gown, and, therefore, the
dyers are reaping large rewards.

Hints for the Seamstress.

It is sald that If the machine needls
becomes silcky it may be made right
again by rubbing the material to he
gewn with a bit of laundry soap. It
seems (o have the effect of an emery.
If it would injure the material to
treat it in this way, why not do a little
stitching on & waste bit of cloth well
goaped?

Should the materdal gather when
gewn by machine, put a plece of brown
paper utider it. This will keep the
needle from cafching In the fine
threads of the material. Of course,
when the sewing is finlehed the paper
easlly pulls away, leaving no trace.
This is particularly necessary knowl
edge when the material to be sewn Is
chiffon or volle.

A Split Table Leaf.

A table that {8 just the right size
for the number of guests to be enter-
talned Is much better than one that is
too large, Often the addition gf & leaf
makes the table out of proportion.

One Ingenlons housekeeper has sim-
| plified this problem by having one of

[ her leaves split in half for oceasions

~only sl

hitly wore elbow reom
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IN MIXTURE OF TWO COLORS,

Clever Idea That |s Made Use of for
the New Trimmings.

One of the new trimmings is the
use of black cloth cut in wide, bold
designs, applied to éolored cloth.

This is quite effective for street
sults and also for goft finished indoor
BOWNS.

Broadeloth is used for the embroid
ery., A pattern is first cut from pa-
per, basted on cloth and then cut ont
with sharp, small, well-pointed sels-
SO8.

There Is no hem, The cloth is ap-
plied with a raw edge, but as this is
done now with bands and folds and
revers, it does not look Inconsistent
with neatness,

The sewing of this embroidery to
the foundation cloth is a work of art,
and no matter how well it Is done, &
hot fron i5 needed for the finishing
touch.

Cerinin dressmakers paste on this
embroidery, They find the -effect
smoother and the work less trouble,

This kind of trimming has been par-
ticularly well carried out on & gown
of white meteor crepe in which the
cut-out embroidery is of pale violet
clath.
tunie on skirt and for bands across
and around hodice.

It is & daring method and must be
well done If done at all.

Neck Ruffles Important.

That neck rufes are doing a great
deal for womankind this season there
ia ‘no denying, Those intended for
outdoor wear are {ull and heavy, be
ing made of many layers of tulle, with
often as many colors—one over the
other. The tall Plerrot ruffle ig pop-
ular, as Is also the double empire ruf-
fle of soft sllk.

Then there are the so-called Marle
Antolnette fichus nnd neck ruffles,
which are far from being the style
originated for the French queen, and
which bear only slight resemblance to
those pletured in costume books of
that period. But then the perlods are
hopelessly mixed in all present-day
modes, and in the potpourri one sees
much to admire. Hardly a new fash-
fon {8 inavgurated {hat does nol sug.
gest styles stolen from half & dozen
historieal fashion plates, and in most
cages fashion devolees are satisfied,

When Stitching Taffeta,

Not every dréssmaker knows that
the reason taffela so often outs In
stitehing 8 because the needle 1s
blunted or rusted. It is much better
to use one that is new and rather fine.
This can be renewed geveral times If
thera 8 much sgtitching to be done.

Soft Silks,

Silk will be very much worn now.
Not the kind of taffeta we used to
wear, Nobody wants to rustlé now;
we do not want to look starched or
to shine; we must look as wilted and
clinglng as possible. As the de-
mand for silk is greater the weave will
be improved. We find rich, heavy
liberty sating and dull silks fa the
shops lke those that were worn In
our grandmother's days. Bllk costs
mora now than it did, but It wears bet-
ter, It Is now a material for the
street as well as for church and other
ocoasions for aimple dressing.

An Algohol Iron.

A tiny alcohol fron for pressing
small articles-—handkerchlefs, collars
and tles—cbmes In o nickel case with
A lamp and stand, that together are
hardly larger than the palm of your
hand. The Iron {8 polished nlckel and
has  handle covered with straw, so
that no holder 1g required. 1t is con-
vanlent to use when nefther gas nor

eloctricity 18 handy, and the size and |

compneiness of the whole thing makes
It a most usetul part of the travel-

This 18 used to stimulate a|

Flossie Footlight—Part of the Jap-
anese wedding ceremony consisis in
the burning of the discarded toys of
the bride.

Winnie Winge—Horrors! You don't
mean cremating her castoff lovers, do
you? —_mu

Laundry work at home would be
wmuch more satisfactory if the right
Starch were used. In order to get the
desired stiffness, it is usually neces-
gary to use so much starch that the
beauty and fineness of the fabric I8
hidden behind & paste of varylng
thickness, which not only destroys the
appearance, but also affects the wear
fng quality of the goods. This trou-
ble can be entirely overcome by using
Deflance Starch, as it can be applled
much more thinly because of its great-
or strength than other makes.

Snake in a Beer-Barrel,

A party of forelgners tapped & keg
of beer at Lake Altoona, Pa., but
conld not get the fiuid through the
gpigot.  Investigation disclosed the
fact that the bunghole was stopped up
by a snake. The reptlle must have
erawled into the keg while it was ly-
fng empty on the ground, and was
drowned when the keg was filled.

Life that Is unselfishly poured out
fn living deeds done for others I8
jifted up and immeasurably exalted.—
Robertson.

A SURGICAL
OPERATION

If there is any one thing that a
woman dreads more than anotherit
is a surgical operation.

We can_ state without fear of a
contradiction that there are hun-
dreds, yes, thousands, of operations
performed upon women in our hos-
pitals which are entirely unneces-
sary and many have been avoided by

LYDIA E.PINKHAM’S
VEGETABLE COMPOUND

For ]J)mnt of this statement read
the following letters,
Mrs. Barbarn Base, of Kingman,

Kansas, writes to Mrs. Pinkham:

“ For eight years I suffered from the

most savers form of female trowfbles and
was told that an operation was my only
hope of recovery. 1 wrote Mrs, Pinkham
for advice, and took Lydin E, Pinkbam’s
Vegetable Compound, and it hns saved
my life and made me a well woman.”

Mrs, Arthur R. House, of Church
Road, Moorestown. N. J., writes:

U] feel it is my duty to let peoples
know what Lydia E. Pinkham's Vege-
table Compound has dome for me, I
suffered from female troubles, and lask
March my physiclan declded that an
operation was necessary., My husband
objecied, and urged me to try Lydia
E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound,
and to-day I am well and strong."

FACTS FOR SICK WOMEN.

For thirty fears Lydia E, Pink-
ham'’s Vegetable Compound, made
from roots and herbs, has been the
standard remedy for female ills
nndhaspositivelycmedthousnndmf
women who haye been troubled with
displacements, inflammation, ulcera-
tion, flbroid tumors, irrepﬂl ties,
periodic pains, and backache.

Mrs. Pinkham invites all sick
women to write her for advice.
She has ded thousands to
health. Address, Lynn, Mass.

Four
Gener-
ations

There is no
guess-work, no un-
certainty, about this world-
famous remedy. Sincefirst pre-
scribed by Dr. D. Jayne 78 years
ago it has brought reliefand ef-
fected cures in millions of cases
of disense, and is today known
and used in all parts of the world,

DR. D. JAYNE'S
EXPECTORANT

If you have a Cough or Cold 'on
cannot afford togupudmwt—h
know ‘s Expectorant t
o e 4
endid medicine for Bron-

»




